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SUBJECT:   "SUMMER  PREPARATIONS  FOR  WINTER  COMPORT."  Information  from  housing 


engineers  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 


of  the  year...  is  a  strange  time  for  conversation  about  keeping  vtM'Fho^se-war«J£Lfel3jRE 


You  may 


think  that  a  day  like  today ...  right  in  the  midst  qjjf  the  -Hottest  se 
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winter.    And  ordinarily  you  wouldn't  talk  much  in  July  about  heating  the  house  in 


December.    But  these  are  not  ordinary  times.    And  after  last  winter  many  people 
understand  about  wartime  shortages  of  fuel  who  didn't  understand  them  a  year  ago. 
In  this  winter  ahead  fuel  is  likely  to  be  short  again... even  shorter  in  some  parts 
'of  the  country. 

Housing  engineers  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  say  that  last  year 
many  people  didn't  start  planning  and  preparing  for  winter  comfort  early  enough. 
They  didn't  take  steps  to  make  their  houses  warm  and  tight  while  they  could.  Be- 
cause they  didn't  get  at  jobs  like  insulating. . .weather-stripping. . .and  putting  on 
storm  windows  early,  they  had  difficulty  getting  labor  and  materials  later.  And 
because  they  didn't  plan  ahead,  some  could  not  get  as  much  coal... or  oil... or  wood, 
as  they  wanted. 

That's  why  right  now  is  the  time  to  plan  and  prepare  for  cold  weather.  Here 
are  three  things  you  can  do  right  now.    Pirst,  you  can  order  your  coal  or  other 
fuel.     Second,  you  can  make  your  house  snug  and  tight.    Third,  you  can  check  up  on 
your  heating  equipment.     See  that  it  is  clean  and  in  good  order  for  use  in  the  fall. 
If  parts  like  stove  pipes  and  grates  need  replacing,  see  about  them  now. 

Por  years  past  thrifty  families  filled  their  coal  bins  between  April  and  August 
because  coal  dealers  offered  special  bargains  for  out-of-season  buying.    This  year 
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it  is  more  important  than  ever  to  order  coal  early.     If  you  can't  Store  all  you 
need  for  the  winter  season,  order  all  you  need  anyway,  and  ask  to  have  deliveries 
spaced  through  the  winter.     The  same  thing  applies  to  oil  and  wood. 

Now  about  making  the  house  weather- tight.    Most  heat  gets  out  of  houses  through 
the  roof. ..the  walls... and  cracks  around  windows  and  doors.     Considerable  heat  also 
passes  out  right  through  the  window  panes, too.    Some  of  the  best  ways  to  keep  in  the 
heat  are  insulating. .. weather  stripping. .. and  putting  on  storm  doors  and  windows. 

By  the  way,  chemists  and  engineers  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  have1 
worked  out  a  new  kind  of  insulation  made  of  cotton — the  short-staple,  low-grade 
cotton,  not  needed  for  the  manufacture  of  thread.     Several  firms  are  now  making 
this  cotton  insulation  and  have  good  supplies  of  it.     The  cotton  is  treated  chemi- 
cally to  make  it  safe  against  fire.     The  treatment  that  makes  it  flameproof  also 
makes  it  distasteful  to  rats,  mice  and  most  household  insects,  and  keeps  it  from 
mildevdng  too.    Usually  manufacturers  glue  the  treated  cotton  to  a  strong,  flexible, 
moisture-resistant  backing. . then  make  it  into  rolls  or  batts  of  convenient  size.  A 
batt  of  this  insulation  is  so  light  that  a  woman  can  handle  it  easily... can  even  do 
some  of  the  insulating  of  the  house  herself.    Once  installed,  cotton  insulation 
will  not  sag  or  pack  down.     As  for  its  warmth,  here's  proof  of  that.    Army  engi- 
neers have  recently  ordered  this  cotton  insulation,  made  according  to  specifica- 
tions of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  to  protect  the  maintenance  houses  that  are 
built  all  along  the  great  new  highway  to  Alaska. ..the  Alcan  Highway.     Those  houses 
need  insulation  that  will  surely  keep  the  cold  out. 

But  let's  get  back  to  your  house.     If  it  is  a  two-story  house  and  not  already 
well- insulated,  the  big  loss  of  heat  is  pretty  sure  to  be  through  the  walls.  But 
if  it  is  a  one-story  house,  the  big  loss  is  through  ceiling  and  roof.  Naturally, 
the  first  place  to  insulate  is  where  the  greatest  loss  comes.     In  a  house  that  has 
an  outside  sheathing  you  can  have  loose-fill  insulation  blown  in  the  walls.     If  the 
loss  is  through  the  top  of  the  house,  the  best  place  to  insulate  is  the  attic  floor, 
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rather  than  the  roof. 

You  don't  have  to  worry  much  about  heat  loss  from  the  floor,  especially  if  you 
have  a  "basement.    Usually  if  the  floor  is  cold  that  simply  means  that  heat  is  moving 
sway  from  the  floor  fast  and  escaping  somewhere  else.    But  a  house  without  basement, 
especially  if  it  is  built  up  on  piers  so  that  air  blows  underneath,  is  likely  to 
lose  considerable  heat  through  the  floor  and  needs  floor  insulation  and  a  contin- 
uous foundation  under  the  house.    A  double  floor  helps.     So  does  banking  earth 
around  the  house. 

Very  often  the  big  loss  of  heat  in  a  house  comes  through  cracks  around  windows 
and  doors.     Then,  it's  not  insulation  that  your  house  needs  but  weather  stripping 
and  storm  windows  and  doors.     If  you  can't  find  metal  weather-stripping  for  sale, 
use  wood  stripping,  or  felt  or  fabric  stripping  which  sells  for  a  few  cents  a  yard. 
Put  it  on  tight  and  firm  and  inside  the  house  so  the  dampness  of  winter  won't  ruin 
it.    Outside  doors  need  weather  stripping  and  also  good  threshholds  that  keep  air 
from  leaking  out  underneath. 

Jobs  like  insulating. .. some  weather-stripping. . .making  new  thresholds  under 
doors,  and  putting  in  storm  doors  and  windows  all  take  some  time  and  the  services  of 
a  carpenter  or  skilled  handy  man.    They're  not  last-minute  jobs  you  can  do  in  a 
rush  after  the  snow  begins  to  fly,     So,  even  though  your  thoughts  would  naturally 
be  entirely  on  keeping  cool... think  ahead  and  start  your  preparations  for  next 
winter's  comfort. 
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